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The first of many I hope, N.I.S. hes been started togather
information news and views, to file for future interest and to help
keep interested members in touch and ss far as possible up to date.
Also and Jjust as important to provide some background for
newcomers to this fsscinating subject of "monsters", now onward.

I97% could be termed the yesr of the Japanese, their well
publicised expedition arrived durine the first week of September,
8 strong and with promoter Kou who hes handled concerts by Tom Jones
as well az the mohammed Ali fights , the expedition leader Zhinssku
Yoshida, is President of a Jepsnese printing firm, there were slsc
a disc Jjockey and ssinger who was in dﬁrge of the sonar equipement,
also others about whom I have no clear information. They were
surprised when they saw Ness for the first time, it would seem they

hed not done any homework sbout the conditions up there, even the
size name ss o shoek they expected something very much smsller, snd
the peat,that ever present probibm, was another surprise, but in the
event 1t 4id noct raise & problem as the expected submarine did not
arrive. The press had been full ofrk news sbout the equipment and

submsarines, but the expedition was poorly fitted out, they had some

sonar but this was fairly ordainery stuff, snd as L've said the sub
did not come,there was talk of a deal with a German firm to hire o:e.
from there but nothing developed, also rumours of one of vickers
"risces" being charteted were after all unfounded. Eventualy a
trawler was hired from Buckie, a 40 year o0ld 54 focler named, ass if
it mstters, "Iaureen", this wes skippered by Dick Raynor, who along
with Holly, both L.¥.I., w&&® civing wheat help they could to the
Japanese, the trawler snent much of the time moored in Urquhart bayr.
To sumn up this expedition, it eot of to s poor start by not doing
homework, and despite the publicity 4id not have the ecuipement we

might have hoped for, so therew weren't any useful findings.
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I'm not in the position to knock this attempt, not thetl want to,

all I cen say is Ism, as are many others, very diseppointed but

knowing the loch and how difficult it is,not too surprised, I can
now hope this year they will come back better prepared andequipped
and have much more success, they were reported to go away muttering
"computer" or the Japanese for it anywsy.

Professor Roy Mackal visited the loch during the first two
weeks of November, he was keen to meet the Japanese but was
disappointed at the organisgation, he had slso hoped,lunderstand,
to raise money for the two yesr research programme he has all
worked out along with Bob Love, all ready to go but as yvet no
finance. Having met Roy and Bob, this project I know, would be
very worthwhile,

buring 7% 3ob Rines, Academy of Applied Science, chartered
Basil Carey's yatch "Smuggéler"” which was left at its mooring by
Goat Rock, just into Urquhart Bsy from the casfle, and underneath

was mounted the underwater camers and lights that were developed

by Professor Harold Edgerton, who is responsgble for much of the
equipment used by Cousteau, this had been set up to trigeer
autometicly. It proceeded to run offits film; avery fast ASA 8000
bleck and white, in a much shorter time than had been expected,
seeming to point to spurious echoes or that the place is really
ecrawling with crestures, the gesr had been set to trigger with

an echoe of something of the region of 5 ft long. Most of you
will remember seeing the gear being 1lifted on the Blue Peter T.V.
programme, the fiim wes taken béke to the States for processing,
I'He last news I had about this, is that therwe seems nothing of any
greatinterest in the film as yet examined. This year Bob is
intending to try a number of smaller strobe lighfZcamera units

at verious sites around the loch. 3ince Boo first visited Ness
durine the 1971 seeson he and his associstes have done much very
good work,with the minimum of fuss end unnecessary publicity, a very
worthwhile contribution to Loch Ness research ,many thanks Bob.
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